Dr. James Patterson
456 University Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
(734) 555-0198
j.patterson@umich.edu

[Current Date]

Dr. Rebecca Thompson
Director of Postdoctoral Programs, Department of Chemistry
University of California, Berkeley
College of Chemistry
Berkeley, CA 94720

Dear Dr. Thompson:

I am excited to apply for the teaching-focused postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of Chemistry at UC Berkeley. As a recent Ph.D. graduate from the University of Michigan with extensive teaching experience and a passion for undergraduate education, I am eager to contribute to Berkeley's reputation for excellence in chemistry pedagogy while developing my skills as an educator-scholar.

Throughout my graduate training, I prioritized teaching alongside my research in organic synthesis. I served as the primary instructor for Organic Chemistry Laboratory for three semesters, earning teaching evaluations averaging 4.8/5.0 and receiving the Department's Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award in 2023. I redesigned the laboratory curriculum to incorporate inquiry-based learning modules, which increased student engagement scores by 35% and improved exam performance on mechanistic problem-solving questions.

I am particularly drawn to this fellowship because of Berkeley's commitment to evidence-based teaching practices and inclusive pedagogy. I have completed coursework in STEM education research and presented findings from my classroom interventions at the Biennial Conference on Chemical Education. My current project examines the effectiveness of peer-led team learning in reducing achievement gaps in general chemistry courses. I am excited by the opportunity to collaborate with the Center for Teaching and Learning to further develop these initiatives.

In addition to classroom teaching, I have mentored 12 undergraduate researchers, four of whom have co-authored publications or conference presentations. I am committed to creating accessible research experiences that prepare students for diverse career paths. I also bring experience developing online course materials and facilitating active learning in large enrollment courses—skills that align well with Berkeley's teaching needs.

I look forward to the possibility of contributing to your department's educational mission while preparing for a faculty position at a teaching-oriented institution. Please find attached my CV, teaching philosophy, evidence of teaching effectiveness, and contact information for references. I would be delighted to discuss my qualifications further and am available for an interview at your earliest convenience.


Sincerely,


Dr. James Patterson




